wwp w

: n all probability, it may have something
¥ to do with the gencs. I'm referring to
3 the Bombay-borm Goan soprano Deir-
&  dre Lobo D’Cunha, daughter of the illustri-
| ous opera singer Celia Lobo, often referred
to as the ‘diva’ of sopranos in India, who
was in Goa on a brief holiday rccently.
Now scttled i the USA, with her husband
1 Neville and her teen-aged son, Derdre was
just 12 when she last visited the State, but
iz this time she spent quality time with her
. wholc khandan, soon after celebrating her
! mother’s golden wedding jubilee on Junc
i 25 1 Bombay.

After dispensing with small talk.
when we met for a brief chat at the Kala
. Academy, Panaji, Deirdre said her primary
reason for visiting India was to wish her
mother and dedicate a concert to her on this
. occasion. She made 1t doubly meanimgful,
: not only by paying a tribute to her success
as a singer, but also to rejog memories of
| those that knew her, as well as introduce
| aer to those that didn’t, especially the new
| seneration. She teamed up with her brother
| Ashley, who 1s a dance choreographer and
head of a dance academy, at the NCPA ex-
serimental centre in Bombay. Also featur-
i mng in the concert were the “Stop Gaps’,
| Newman’s Choir, Bombay Chamber Music
| zroup and a clarinetist.
An accomplished soprano herself,
|
%

10lding a Masters Music Degree [rom
-he University of Colorado in the USA,
: Post Graduate Diploma from the John
Hopkins’s University, Baltimore, and B.

|
E Santo Tomas., Manila, Deirdre cxplained
‘hat she owed 1t Lo her mother for shaping
1er singing career. Though she did not
zarn much from her, besides the basic
>chnique, she revcaled that her break
: -ame when her mother arranged to send
. ~ar to the Philippines for further studics
] - the US Conservatory of Music, Says
J' Deirdre, “1 strongly feel, that any student
| saiting to study abroad and cannot atford
~»do so, should think of going to the Phil-
. ~aines, where there are some fine music
» ::1ools and the atmosphere there 1s also
c-agenial.”
As an accomplished artiste, what
~uld she say are the essentials for being
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a singer and particularly a soprano? Most
important is the basic technique mmvolved
in singing, she replied. How to produce
sound beautifully, cffectively and in a
healthy manner, and present the picce as
intended by the composer, 1s in her line of
teaching. Like Arias, for mstance, where
they have to be dramatized and conveyed
to the audience, she elaborated. “Tech-
nigue applies to any genre of music and
[ do not confine mysell to teaching only
classical music, but also jazz, pop and
other type of rhythms. [ have no qualms
on that,” she athrms.

Besides juggling with house work, she
performs quite regularly m the USA, and
as much as twice or thrice a month, she
reveals. As a soloist, she does oratorical
works with choirs, orchestra and Chamber
Music groups. She prefers sacred and cho-
ral music rather than opera, as “this 1s my
comfort zone,” she says. She said she has
performed in the UK and Europe. “I sing
wherever I'm asked to for a {ee, even at
{unerals and weddings. I also do cross-over
music and Broadway, and in that sense I
consider myselfto be a versatile arfiste. For
me, singing is singing and enjoy sharing
my God-given gift.” she added.

As part of pedflgogy, knowledge of
singing in different languages, 15 esscn-
tial, says Deirdre. On her part, she sings in
Spanish, German, [talian, Czech, English
and also Tagalog, a Philippinc language
which she spcaks fluently. [ncluded are
sight-recading skills, and multiple styles
of music like classical. contemporary,
plainsong chant and hymns. There are no
[ndians that 1 know of who are soprano
singers in my area in the USA, she says,
but she knows of a Parsi girl who 1s based
in San Francisco. “With the downshide n
the US cconomy, the concert scenc 13 not
healthy at the moment, with opera houscs
closing down. We, however, kcep going
with chamber music and other music con-
certs. Prices of tickets have to be lowered
if the classical scene is to continue,” she
averred.

As for her lack of knowledge of the
Portuguese language, she was willing to
learn other languages. “I was conducting a
workshop recently at music tcacher Juliana
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D’Sa’s house at Porvorim, where ! heard a
student sing a Portuguese song and 1 loved
the sound. I immediately asked to be given
a copy of the piecc. [ have a student in the
USA who knows Brazilian Portuguese and
[ go through my diction with her help.” She
found many promising students in Goa and
did not see any “bad’ ones. When asked
why she had not done any concert in Goa.
she replied that as she was here on a holi-
day, and it was not possible. However, she
did teach at Juhana’s for three days and at
the Kala Academy for a day.

She tcaches singing on Skype every
week to batches of 12 from home in the
USA and her plans were to come back to
India four or five years’ time. Meanwhile,
she 1s thinking of building an infrastruc-
ture in Goa, Bombay, Delhi, Bangalore and
Chennai, a kind of programme or system,
whereby she can follow-up on the prog-
ress In group scttings via tele-seminars.
She would nced to set up offices, as part
of a long-term plan of ten months stay 1n
[ndia, she said.
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